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Minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday 2nd March at 7.30 p.m.
In the village hall

Present: Councillors Bailey (chair), Harpham, Peel, Rd Williams, Rl Williams; the clerk; Unitary Councillors Parker and Harris; 8 residents.

(Before the start of the meeting and following scenes in the House of Commons earlier that day the chairman asked the councillors and visitors to join him in a motion of support for the government and people of Ukraine, which would be forwarded to the local MP. The motion received enthusiastic support and the MP has acknowledged its receipt and indicated that he will forward it to the Ukrainian ambassador to the UK.)

Interests: None

1. Apologies: to receive and consider apologies for absence

2. Minutes: minutes of the meeting of the Council on the 2nd February 2022 were approved

3. Matters arising:  Fiona Taylor reported that the jubilee event survey had confirmed a wish to hold an event on 5th July on the playing fields as a bring-your-own-food family event. The chairman authorized expenditure through CAPFA and the clerk for immediate needs.

4. Open forum. The chairman reminded residents that contributions should be limited to 3 minutes per resident, that it was not a debate (so that speakers should not try to involve others in discussion and councillors were under no obligation to respond) and that topics should normally refer to items on the agenda and to matters relevant to the remit and powers of the PC. 

· The Black Horse public house. The current owner made statements and accusations that the chairman deemed inappropriate. The speaker was asked to confine himself to matters of fact and relevance. He stated an intention to commence alterations to parts of the pub in readiness for its future function as a community resource. (NB at item 8 he was advised by Unitary Councillor Parker to consult the planning department before undertaking any work on the public house).
· Illegal use of development site. DS reported Quad bikes using the Junction 1. A14 development site. The chairman undertook to inform police.

5. Accounts: the balance reported at the meeting was £17,527.16 (£10,244.70 current and £7,282.46 investment).  Members approved for payment the items listed in the accounts. 

6. Application for a grant: an application for a grant from the village hall committee was discussed. The chairman indicated that any amount awarded could be paid in the current financial year and the award would be deemed to be split across the financial years 21-22 and 22-23. So that no further grant could be awarded to the VH before April 2023. The attendees from the VH acknowledged their understanding of this condition from the floor.
Resolved: the council awards the Village Hall committee the sum of £1200 for the financial year 2021-22 and 2022-23 for the costs of the work set out in the application (see above) signed by the treasurer and dated 10.2.22. 

7. Asset Mapping Project: the clerk thanked councillors Roper and Taylor for their work on this project and councillors approved the data items set out on the map and spreadsheet. Councillors noted that the useful ‘Parish Online’ map software would be available for £40 (plus £8 VAT) per annum at the end of the six months trial period and agreed to authorise its purchase on those terms by the clerk without further consideration. In justification, the chairman noted that the council’s share of the grant for this project would cover five years of the cost of the software. The clerk said the software could be made available for use by all councillors.

8. Black Horse Public House: as requested, the clerk carried out preliminary enquiries into the status of the PH and the information has been circulated to councillors. Unitary Councillor Parker advised members that enforcement processes had been discussed by the UC as a result of an intervention by an external body. He said that the PC could complete an enforcement notice, if it so wished and considered it had sufficient grounds for so doing, and this would be considered by the planning department of the UC in Daventry. Enforcement, if successful, is designed to ensure that a building is not used for purposes other than those authorised by planning consent.

9. Verbal reports: the chairman commented on work in the village which had been undertaken by Anglian Water without prior notice and with inadequate signage, leading to confusion and danger in the village. After so much publicity and campaigning it was disappointing that authorities appeared still to be unaware of the volume of traffic passing through Cold Ashby.

10. Post: none
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